
ASPE recently received this e-mail
from Australia:

Apologies first, because you may
not be the correct person to send
this to. However, being in Australia
I couldn’t find anyone else in
America listed on the Web.

I had a very interesting patent e-
mailed to me today. Now, I’m no

patent lawyer, but the wording
appears to be so open ended as to
conceivably cover all possible
plumbing situations. The claims
section is apparently the impor-
tant section that lists the “meat” of
the patent (or so the Australian
patents office told me).

I thought this may be of interest to

all plumbing engineers as it ap-
pears the patent has been applied
for “all” countries. There is already
a fair amount of discussion within
the Australian plumbing industry.
Regards,
Scott Ellis-Butler
DEB & Associates Pty Ltd
Hydraulic Consultants

Gee, Wish I Had Thought of This

A Patent on a Plumbing System?
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“Hydraulic Services for Residential 
and Hotel Buildings” is a 27-page-long
international patent application. Pages
1–3 look like this.


