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It’s a Computer…
No, It’s a Communications Module…
No, It’s a John!
Stanley M. Wolfson and Frank M. Heine, CPD

Did You Miss out on the iLoo?
What an idea! Too bad Kohler or

Delta didn’t think of this. An April 30,
2003,  press release from a British
subsidiary of Microsoft Corporation
announced  that it has created a
portable toilet with a built-in Internet
terminal. This creative new product is
to be released throughout Britain this
summer. The press release goes into
minute detail about every aspect of
the new Internet-equipped toilet.
There is so much information that
Reuters was able to prepare a drawing
of the proposed toilet.

It’s a Fake! No, It’s Real! No, It’s…
On May 5, 2003, Microsoft Corpor-

ation in Redmond, WA, issued a press
release announcing that the iLoo press
release was a hoax perpetrated by

those fun-loving
British Microsoft
employees. The
next day, Micro-
soft reversed
itself and said
that the iLoo
really was a
product idea.
And, then, later
again, the Micro-
soft spokesman
said that, because

of the publicity, the idea was being
scrapped.

But Whose Idea Was It?
In an interview with Adamson Rust

of INQ, a man named Andrew Cubitt
claims that Microsoft appropriated his
concept of “surf while you sit.” Cubitt
claims to have designed and produced
his iLoo product for his degree in
product design and engineering at
Brunel University. Cubitt said, “Mine
did everything that the Microsoft one is
meant to do, but additionally printed

information on toilet paper and didn’t
use a keyboard for the interface due to
hygiene reasons. What seems to be
definite was that they were certainly
not the first to come up with the idea.”
Also, “As it was designed at the univer-
sity, they own the partial rights to the
product, so they will be watching the
Microsoft ‘invention’ very closely.”

Some Comments from Mad Dog
An Internet column called Mad Dog

has some interesting comments:

There will be a computer under the
sink, six-channel surround sound,
a flat-screen monitor, and a
waterproof wireless keyboard you
can put on your lap. Go ahead, let
your mind run rampant. If there’s
one thing that’s been missing from
my life, it’s the ability to surf the

Web and check e-mail while sitting
on the toilet.

The iLoo, which will probably be
renamed Surf-n-Squat if and
when it shows up here in the U.S.,
will look pretty much like any
other portable toilet from the out-
side, which isn’t surprising since
porta-potties pretty much qualify
as public art.

Do you have any idea how irritat-
ing it will be to be chatting with a
friend online and have to keep
typing, “Hang on, I need to reboot
the toilet”?

Actually, it’s hard to believe any-
one will want to hang out in the
iLoo very long. At least not anyone
who has a functioning sense of
smell. Unless, that is, Microsoft uses
the “Aromatherapeutic Homecare

“If there’s one
thing that’s been
missing from my

life, it’s the ability
to surf the Web

and check e-mail
while sitting on

the toilet.”



Cleaning Products” put out by a
company in Minneapolis. Their
“powerful chemicals with the
pleasure of aromatherapy” have
my housecleaning vote.

Tongue in Cheek: To the Max
What’s really intriguing about this

whole hoax is some supposed ques-
tions and answers supplied by a Tracy
Blacher, who is credited as being a
consumer marketing manager for
MSN. (These questions and answers
have appeared in various publications
and have been shown on the
Internet.)

Q: Is MSN worried that the iLoo
will be open to public vandalism?

A: There will be a security guard
manning the iLoo 24/7 to ensure no
vandalism or theft takes place.

Q: Will users of the iLoo be
charged, and, if so, at what rate?

A: The MSN iLoo will be complete-
ly free of charge. The aim of the iLoo
is to illustrate MSN’s mission to deliv-
er an Internet experience from any
device at any time.

Q: There is no mention in the
press release itself of how the iLoo
will be kept clean. Is it automated,
or will you have staff at the iLoo?

A: Again, similar to the security
guard, there will be a cleaner on
hand to make sure the iLoo is kept
up to a proper standard. We have
also built in a high-tech vacuum sys-
tem in the flush similar to an airplane
loo to ensure maximum cleanliness!

ASPE Is Ready
As soon as the iLoo becomes a real-

ity, the ASPE Data Book will add a
chapter on designing and specifying
the iLoo. ■
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Material and Lining Technologies:

    Electroless Nickel Plating, PVDF, 

    PTFE, Nylon, and Stainless Steel  

     

Non-ferrous, removable tank fittings. 

“Anode-free” corrosion protection  

on all heaters. No glass linings. 

   WATER HEATERS 

PVI Industries, LLC  •  Ft. Worth, TX  •  (800) 784-8326  •  (817) 335-9531  •  www.pvi.com

Gas, Oil, and  

Combination Gas /Oil Gas - Condensing 

• 94% thermal efficiency 

• 399,000 to 1,000,000 Btu/h 

• 125 & 250 gallons storage 

• Operates on only 4.5" W.C. 

gas pressure 

• 5- or 10-year tank and    

heating surfaces warranty 

• 3-year scale failure  warranty 

• Up to 500 feet of direct vent 

• Low NOx available 

Electric

• 9 to 720 kW 

• 50 to 4500 gallons 

storage 

• Hazardous area   

service ratings on 

selected models 

• Incoloy heating   

elements 

• 208V, 240V, and 

480V, 1Ø or 3Ø 

• Non-code available 

Instantaneous
Steam /Hot Water 

• Steam pressures to 150 psi 

• 10 to 150 gpm with 15 psi 

steam or 200ºF boiler 

water 

• Coil and u-tube designs 

• Outlet water controlled to 

within  ± 5º F even with 

sudden demand changes 

Storage  

Steam /Hot Water 

• 75 to 4500 gallons storage 

• “on/off” and modulating    

steam and boiler water        

control options 

• Heat exchangers available        

to meet a wide range of      

recovery requirements          

with various steam             

pressures and  boiler water 

temperatures 
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• Up to 86% efficiency 

• 199,000 to 6,400,000 Btu/h 

• 75 to 4500 gallons storage 

• Submerged combustion 

• Bolt-on heat exchanger is  

field removable  

• 5-year heat exchanger     

warranty 

• 5- to 20-year tank warranty 

• Low NOx available 


